draft
Liver Sub-committee of the BSG Pathology Section
Meeting 20th November 2014
Stratford-upon-Avon
Present: Stefan Hubscher (chair), Chris Bellamy, Rob Goldin, Dina Tiniakos,                  	 	   Judy Wyatt (Secretary). 
1. Apologies – none
2. Minutes of the last meeting, updated June 2014 – accepted
3. RCPath Sub-specialty Advisor.
a. Annual report – previously circulated, on Virtual Pathology website
The annual report is to a structured template, the annual sub-speciality advisors meeting is an opportunity to share experience and generate ideas. JW’s term as RCPath sub-speciality advisor is coming to an end. From the RCPath job description for sub-specialty advisors in Histopathology: "Where an appropriate national professional specialist society exists,  
that society will propose an advisor and the appropriate term of office to the SAC on Histopathology."   SGH expressed an interest in the role, and this was strongly supported by all present.

Liver biopsy tissue pathways – published in May 2014.  
Liver cancer dataset – published summer 2012. Due for revision this year. Also ICCR dataset, time frame end 2015.  SGH and JW involved in this, scope is less than RCPath dataset (just primary liver cancer, not metastasis or GB).  Defer RCPath dataset until further progress on ICCR, could aim to complete around the same time. 
Audit templates – medical liver biopsy and CPC -  circulated to EQA members via EQA Newsletter March 2014. Currently being tested in Oxford and Plymouth. 
b. Histopathology 24 hour on call frozen section service – update from Desley Neil.  
National audit: 21.7% retrievals required hisotpathology input.  In 6 month audit period –        43 incidences of ?malignancy. Steering committee being set up, including pathologists, surgeon, NHS England (NHSBT/NORS) representative.
c. Training – Cases for RCPath exam currently provided by Sue Davies/JW.            Curriculum – RG – the undergraduate curriculum produced by RCPath had minimal liver pathology.  Scope for this group to develop on line training resources.  Discussion about development of materials e.g. existing lectures, PBL from CPC meetings.  		
                                                                                                          Action: RG to co-ordinate.

4. Liver EQA Scheme.
a. SOPs- revised in Spring 2014, circulated to members, and submitted to RCPath Cellular Pathology NQAAP.  Still no response from RCPath.  
b. 2014 circulations J1 and K1 for discussion at today’s meeting. 82 and 79 responses respectively.  Suggested marking scheme circulated for comment before today's meeting - comments received from 14 and 17 members respectively. 
c. EQA Lite – anticipate this will be ready to use for running circulations in 2015.
d. Changes in interpretive EQA schemes.  Consequent on Pathology Quality Assessment Review (Barnes, January 2014) RCPath is revising structures and governance of EQA schemes, which are currently dominated by quantitative schemes. Interpretive ones are likely to evolve into ‘Personal Proficiency Assessment’ schemes.  There is concern that necessary accreditation standards (ISO17043) would become a critical factor in the sustainability of smaller or non-screening programme schemes.
e. UK Liver Pathology Group – see item 7 below. 
f. Liver steatosis and fibrosis studies.  Paul Dhillon steatosis study now published – Liver Int. 2014 Oct;34(9):1414-27.  Potential to use steatosis images from this, scored by 30 EQA members, as on-line illustrations of steatosis mild/mod/severe for routine reporting. 
Fibrosis – evaluation of test set using consensus images from training set is in progress – 5/8 have assessed these.  If successful, plan to extend to more EQA members, and put on-line as reference to improve agreement.
5. CPD meetings
a. Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease – needs date for 2015, venue no longer necessarily in London due to RCPath re-location, but still organised by RCPath. 		                                                                                Action – SGH to organise date.   	                                                                                        
b. Liver transplant meeting – 2015 is joint DDF meeting involving  BASL, BSG, AUGIS, BAPEN and ACPGBI – London ExCel, 22nd – 25th June . Uncertain of arrangements for BLTG within this, or if this group will meet in 2015.
c. BSG liver update meeting  - in 2015 will be in Harrogate, Thursday 10.12.15, with GI on 11.12.15. Local organisers JW and Ann Buxton.
d. BDIAP Histopathology Workshop – liver pathology March 2014. Plan to run similar meeting to complement liver biopsy course. Positive feedback for idea received from attendees at liver biopsy course in September 2014. RCPath happy to organise course.
                          Action – SGH to liaise with Sue Davies re suitable venue with microscope.


6. BSG matters: 
a. Guidance for liver biopsies – proposed by presidents of RCPath and RCR during production of Tissue Pathways.  
General discussion – The criteria for adequate medical liver biopsy in the AASLD guidelines – two passes, 16 gauge, are more appropriate than the minimum 6 portal tracts (believed to originate from the early Banff studies) which is probably too low. CB commented that the requirement to confidently exclude relevant diagnoses, and recognise a secondary diagnosis means that biopsy tissue requirements are greater than for renal biopsies, where sufficiency by number of glomeruli included is easier to define. In France, 14G, 30mm long biopsies are standard.  Radiologists are driven by awareness of short term morbidity, but we do not know of any evidence for increased morbidity related to needle size for medical liver biopsies.    Can we recommend a pragmatic minimum safe biopsy size? – it is evident that many biopsies in UK currently fall well below even the single 15mm 6 portal tract standard.
Plan – this needs to be driven by clinicians, who make the risk/benefit decision about the need for a liver biopsy in each case. Propose to contact Matthew Cramp and propose this as an agenda item for BASL committee meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: JW to contact Matthew Cramp							     
b. Liver subcommittee member for Pathology Section Committee.  JW agreed to continue this co-opted role for the time being.
7. BASL
Meeting on 29.09.14 of interested EQA members, agreed to pursue opportunity to be a formal entity under the umbrella of BASL.  This would enable us to continue to develop educational, organisational and research activities within a more formalised professional structure. Contact with BASL about creating a UK Liver Pathology Group (other names discussed if ‘British’ is important in the title – e.g. British Liver Pathology Forum, or Network may be better description of its purpose - there is already a lymphoma BLPG).   This is an agenda item at their next committee meeting on 19.12.14 – RG will be present to present the proposal. 
8. Research and clinical trials: DT
DT had contacted a number of UK liver pathologists with a view to developing research links, in part consequent on available funding for a UK PBC research meeting.  Currently there are various research activities involving pathology but not in a coordinated way,  e.g. UK trials involving AIH, HCC, tissue markers. STOPAH recently completed, RG and AQ were pathologists.   Discussed how this could be part of the activity of a UKLPG, and how the formation of such a group would enable and promote networking of research-active liver pathologists.   While the direction for this will be clearer after 19.12.14 BASL meeting, we discussed the scope and benefits of such a development, including clinical governance issues relating to the use of tissues, and the importance of including pathology early in the design of any study. DT commented that developments from pathologist involvement in UK liver research can be disseminated to liver pathologists generally, citing the FLIP study and steatohepatitis criteria. SGH thanked DT for sowing the seed for this future development.
9.  AOB
SGH paid tribute to two liver pathologists who had died during 2014 – Harry Sadler and Joe Mathew; commemorations by Adrian Bateman and DT are included in the day’s programme.
10.  Next meeting – Harrogate December 2015, or other earlier opportunity.
JIW & SGH 04.12.2014
